
Black Artists 3-Part 

Classification Cards



How to use the 
Materials 

Flash Cards (individual or small group)
• The child can name the artwork and artist when presented 

with the card.

Matching Cards
• The child can use the control cards (card with picture & 

word) to match the correct picture card.

3-part Classification Cards

• The child can match the word with the correct picture 
as well as use the control card (card with picture and 
word) to check his or her work. 



Questions to ask?

When looking at the artwork featured on the cards you can expand 

your exploration by making it interactive. Using the cards for 

matching and classification is one way but having conversations with 

your child or students about what they see or feel when looking at 

these different pieces of art is another way of engagement. 

• Who is the person in the painting? 

• What do he/she look like? 

• What are they doing? 

• Why is he/she doing ___________?

• What colors do you see?

• Why does this painting look dark?

• Why is this painting colorful and bright?

• What do you like about this painting?

• What do you not like about this painting?

• What might this person be feeling?

These questions are just a starting place for you to take a dive into 
learning more about these beautiful pieces of artwork. 
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Alma Thomas

McCannon was born and raised in 
Harlem and inspired to become an artist 
at the age of 10. Her work is the fusion 

of traditional needlework (skills given to 
her by her mother and grandmother), 
with the fine arts: drawing, painting, 

printing, and printmaking, along with a 
lot of mixed media. She tends to work 
in series; one of her ongoing series is 

the celebration of women’s lives, 
portraits and "herstories."

She became the first Black woman to 
hold a fine arts degree. Alma Thomas 

loved children and she had an 
important role in art education. She 
also loved to learn. She often looked 

at her garden and watched its 
changes. She could hear the wind 
playing music in the trees, and she 

loved to watch the grass color 
change after the rain. 
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It was difficult for a black woman in this 
time to pursue a career as a working 
artist. Catlett devoted much of her 

career to teaching. Catlett is recognized 
primarily for sculpting and print work.

Her work revolved around themes such 
as social injustice, the human condition, 

historical figures, women and the 
relationship between mother and child.

Tanner's greatest early work 
highlighted tender Black scenes. His 
most famous painting, "The Banjo 
Lesson," which features an older 
gentleman teaching a young boy 

how to play the banjo, was created 
while visiting his family in 

Philadelphia in 1893.
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Palmer Hayden

Jacob Lawrence was 
a Black painter known for his 

portrayal of Black life. He used 
the colors black and brown 
along with vivid colors to 

bring the Black experience to 
life. 

Palmer Hayden’s artwork was 
known during the Harlem 

Renaissance. Palmer Hayden 
became invested in the stories 

and cultural practices that 
shaped black life in the early 
1900s, he created works that 
reflect diverse characteristics 

and histories of Black people in 
the US.


